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It will be a decentralized society with equality pervading
everv sphere of life. The need for decentralization arises from
the fact that centralization means concentration of power in
the hands of a few people with the likelihood of its abuse.
Centralization adds to the complexity of life which is a distrac-
tion in all creative moral endeavour. It damages initiative,
resourcefulness, courage and creativeness and diminishes
opportunities [of self-government and of resisting injustice. It
leads to depersonalization and insensibility to moral considera-
tions. So the more of centralization, the less of democracy.
"Centralization as a system/9 wrote Gandhiji in 1941, "is
inconsistent with the non-violent structure of society.53 "I sug-
gest," he remarked in 1939, "that if India is to evolve along non-
violent lines it will have to decentralize many things. Centraliza-
tion cannot be sustained and defended without adequate
force."*
Gandhiji's views on non-violent values give concreteness
to his ideas about decentralization and how it will be related to
centralization which is implicit in a federation. The ideal society
being based on non-violence, the control of the federation over
the units will be purely moral and in no way coercive. He lays
stress on non-possession, bread-labour and swadeshi. The first
two imply voluntary poverty, village industries and the com-
mon people owning the means of production and having the
capacity to resist injustice. Swadeshi which demands attention
to duties immediate in point of space and time as against remote
ones relates the area of a man's direct service to his capacity for
knowing, loving and serving. He insists that the satyagrahi
must maintain personal contact with the people of his locality.
This living association of human beings is essential to a genuine
democracy. But such an association requires that the locality
must be small enough for active participation in common affairs
to be within the reach of human beings. Thus his emphasis is
on small as against big groups.
Equality in the social sphere will be expressed through the
law of varna combined with the ideals of non-possession and
bread-labour. According to Gandhiji the law of varna "esta-
blished certain spheres of action for certain people with certain
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